Rigor, Relevance & Relationships

Rigor, Relevance and Relationships are frequently heard when educators and business leaders talk about revamping high schools.  However, this approach to teaching and learning applies to preschool, too.  The implementation of instruction that leads to higher levels of thinking is appropriate for preschool learning environments.  

The International Center for Leadership in Education developed a framework that addressed two of the “Rs”.  The Rigor/Relevance Framework is a tool to examine curriculum, instruction, and assessment.  The Rigor/Relevance Framework is based on two dimensions of higher standards and student achievement.  The continuums are divided into four quadrants.  Quadrants A and C represent knowledge and Quadrants B and D represent application.
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Relationships have been added as a third “R” as a needed element for effective student learning.  Relationships in this context means that students have meaningful connections between:

· Themselves and the curriculum, and

· Themselves and adults.

Teachers and parents also have meaningful connections that support student learning.  

The conceptual elements for developing instruction for preschoolers based upon Rigor, Relevance, and Relationships parallels good early childhood instructional practices.  Using this approach does not mean moving away from developmentally appropriate practices—rather, intentional planning for opportunities that scaffold children’s learning and skill development is the goal of preschool instruction.

When instruction for preschoolers is carefully designed to ensure Rigor, Relevance, and Relationships, the students develop a foundation for success in the primary program.  

Figure 2:  Learning Experiences: Placement on the Rigor/Relevance Framework
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